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Reading Feed Tags

by Sarah Mueller, Ridley Inc.,

Understanding how to read a feed tag is a
critical step in understanding how to
choose the right feed for you horse. There
are a few items that appear on all tags and
that can be used when trying to determine
which feed to buy for a specific animal.

The product name gives us the first clue
as to which type of horse the feed is most
appropriate for. Feeds are often labeled as
“Foal”, “Performance” or “Senior” rations. A
ration labeled as a Senior ration would be
inappropriate for young growing horses or
horses involved in high intensity activities
but perfectly suited for older animals.

Form of feed is often included in the
product name. Textured, pellet, complete
feed or supplement are all more clues that
can help you decide if that particular bag is
the right choice for your operation. Tex-
tured rations are grains (often rolled) mixed
with molasses and fortified with a mineral,
vitamin, protein supplement. Rations that
are pelleted help to provide a nutritionally
balanced diet by eliminating the possibility
of ingredient sorting and finds. Supple-
ments are designed to be fed in addition to
whole grains and other ingredients. When
choosing a supplement, care must be
taken to select one that compliments all of
the other ingredients in both the grain and
forage components of the diet.

The Guaranteed Analysis (GA) tells us
the concentration of certain nutrients. The
GA should be used to select feed that best
matches the forages you are using. The
complete feed or supplement you choose
should compensate for any nutrient
deficiencies in your hay or pasture. The
law requires feed manufacturers to list

certain ingredients such as protein, fiber, fat,
Calcium, Phosphorus, Copper, Zinc , Sele-
nium and Vitamins A, D and E on a tag.
Many products list additional nutrients such
as Biotin and the other B Vitamins. It is
important that you as an owner, understand
which nutrients are required by your horse
and in what amounts. Is the tag that lists the
higher fiber content the better choice just
because the numbers are higher? Not neces-
sarily. You have to consider many factors
when comparing tags; How old is your
horse? What is his activity level? What other
feeds or ingredients are being used? All of
these factors play a role in deciding which
feed to buy.

Ingredients may be listed on the tag either
individually (e.g. oats, barley, corn) or under
collective terms (e.g. grain products)
depending on the laws in your specific state
or province. It is important to remember that
even though the ingredient lists on two prod-
ucts may be identical, one feed may use
much higher quality ingredients than the
other. Most feed manufacturers have strict
standards for ingredient quality. But because
it is difficult to assess the quality of ingredi-
ents, particularly in pelleted rations, just by
looking at the finished product, it is the
owners responsibility to ask the feed mill
guestions regarding ingredient quality.

Feeding Directions are also included on all
feed tags. These directions offer sugges-
tions about how much of the product to feed,
the type of forage that the feed will compli-
ment and recommendations of feeding
management. Directions for feeding should
be followed carefully to ensure that your
horse is getting full benefit from the feed as it
was intended to be used.



Regina Equestrian Centre (REC)

! )
" , &
! !

P+345+4

$ & W &

THE HORSE' S LIST OF NEW YEAR'S
RESOLUTIONS...

1. T WILL put my ears forward and cooperate when it comes to

00\

photos.
2. 1will NOT roll in streams or try to roll when my human is on
3. my back.
4. 1will NOT leap over large non-existent obstacles when the

whim strikes.

5. 1will NOT walk faster on the way home than | did on the way
out.

6. |promise NOT to swish my tail while my human is cleaning my back feet.

7. lalso promise NOT to choose that particular time to answer nature's call.

8. 1 will NOT confuse my human's blonde hair for really soft hay.

9. |l will NOT wipe green slime down the back of my human's white shirt.

10. 1 will NOT try to mooch goodies off every human within a 1 mile radius.

11. 1 will NOT leave when my rider falls off.

12. 1 will promise NEVER to dump the wheelbarrow of manure while my human is mucking
my stall.

13. 1 will NOT have an attitude problem -  won't! | won't! | won't!

14. 1 will NOT pull my new shoes off the very next day just to prove that | can.

15. I am neither a beaver nor a carpenter. | promise | WON'T eat or remodel the barn or the
new fences.

16. 1 will NOT jump in the air and turn 180 degrees every time | see a deer.

17. 1'will NOT bite the butt of the horse in front of me during the trail ride just to say "Hi".

18. 1 will NOT chase the ponies into the electric fence to see if it is on.

Reprinted with permission from McCauley’s Equipage
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McCauley’s® Omega Bran

by Amy Parker, M.S., Customer Service Nutritionist, McCauley Brothers.
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From Foaling Stall to Winner’s Qrcle

Few people can say that they have represented their country at International Competition and even fewer
can say that they have ridden their horse across 100 miles of desert. But that’s exactly what Myna
Cryderman from Boissevain, Manitoba has done.

Myna has been endurance riding for the past 25 years and competing internationally for the last 8-10. She
has been a member of the Canadian Equestrian team, competed at the Pan Am Games, the World Cham-
pionships and the Tevis Cup. Myna won the 2003 Ft Howe FEI 100 where she competed against 54 of
the top endurance ridersin North America and where her horse was judged “Best Conditioned” by veteri-
narians. At the 2003 Pan Am Games in Washington State, Myna had the top vet score and lead the
Canada West team to a bronze medal. Competitions take Myna overseas regularly to places like Dubai, in
the United Arab Emirates. At the 2005 World Championshipsin Dubai, Myna finished as the first
Canadian and second North American to cross the finish line, led Canada to a 4™ place team standing in
the World and ranked as the #1 horse and rider in Canada.

“1 have found the people at Front Runner very helpful. Together we have developed aration for
endurance horses with their higher requirements for energy without

increasing the risks of tying up (Azoturia). | have been using this

ration for two years now with excellent results. | would highly

recommend their products, services and staff.”

Myna Cryderman,
Boissevain, Manitoba



